
 
STENSON FIELDS PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on Thursday 18th January 2024 at 7.15pm in 
Fields Primary School  

 
Participants: -   Cllrs C Fellows (Chair), I Baker, P Richardson and B Broadhurst 

In attendance: - DCllr Lakhvinder Singh, Steve Hawkridge (Lengthsman) and two residents. 
  

1852/23 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE Cllr D Morris & DCllr David Shepherd.  
 
1853/23 VARIATION OF ORDER OF BUSINESS:  to accept DCllr Shepherd’s report if/ when he arrives.   
 
1854/23 DECLARATION OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS:  None.  
 
1855/23 To determine which items if any from Part 2 of the Agenda should be taken with the public 

excluded.  None.  
 
1856/23  PUBLIC SPEAKING:  
DCllr Lakhvinder Singh. 
1. BBC TV news had visited recently and reported on potholes in our area after a resident had contacted them. DCllr 
Singh had received many complaints and made 42 claims against Highways recently but repairs have been bodged. 
Highways will begin again soon, first at Wragley Way. Repairs usually take c12 weeks to complete and each costs 
£350. The road at Ragley Boat Stop on Deepdale Lane contains a particularly deep pothole. Clerk to inform CCllr 
Atkin of these problems. A resident said one is within the City area; DCllr Singh will speak to them.  
 
2. Highways stated that it will address the intermittent, phasing traffic light behaviour on the railway bridge.  
 
3. SDDC cleared the waste on Stenson Road leading to the City and Gary Charlton will maintain this area.  
 
4. discussion took place around a defibrillator to be placed at the Community Centre ( see below at 1860/23 (j)). 
 
5. DCllr Singh submitted a Freedom of Information to CREST asking for its attendance of a speed enforcement vehicle 
at Wragley Way. The report showed that the vehicle had been deployed 8 times last year resulting in 40 vehicles 
having been enforced against. DCllr Singh will now ask CREST for a police van to attend 12 times this year at an 
undisclosed new location in Stenson Fields. A resident added that these vans are regularly present on Grampian Way 
in the City section; DCllr Singh will ask on this point too.  
 
6. The resident on Wragley Way complaining about the SID submitted, along with 3 other residents on Tedworth 
Avenue, a letter to DCllr Singh complaining once again of the glare arising from the device; this was discussed later 
(see below at minute 1860/23 (g)). 
 
7. regarding a new bus shelter on Wragley Way, DCllr Singh has been offered a used, lean-to shelter from Hilton 

parish council and will keep us informed.   

Steve Hawkridge asked if drains in the car park near the Chinese take-away can be cleared; DCllr Singh deemed this a 

county council responsibility. Steve also asked that drains on Stenson Road, near the Bubble Inn, can be cleared. 

Clerk to ask CCllr Atkin. He rued that the fence near the balancing pond is still broken; DCllr Singh said this is either a 

Premier Estates or SDDC responsibility (the latter’s if this has been adopted yet).  

 

1857/23 To approve the minutes of the meeting held on the 21st December 2023. Resolved: agreed 

 
1858/23 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REPORTS  the chairman was going to attend the DALC 
AGM but had another commitment. He recalled SDDC designating the land to the south of Wragley Way, as an area 
of special countryside protection. He had discussed this with a few people but no one else seemed to remember this. 
The chairman would continue to investigate this issue. 



1859/23 CLERK’S REPORT  
1. Clerk had circulated an Action List prior to the meeting over the progress of ongoing issues of which several 
items were amended, added or require following up.  
2. clerk wrote to the Christian Church and the pub asking if they wish to install a defibrillator on their premises. 
The church replied saying it has one, but members wondered if this is within the church or outside. Cllr Baker 
will confirm to the clerk tomorrow. We await a reply from the pub.  
3. new bench at Zetland Crescent/ Pilgrims Way. Cllr Broadhurst will provide a dropped pin location to the clerk 
for submission to SDDC. Similarly, Cllr Richardson had sent 2 dropped pin locations regarding the Hambledon 
Drive bench, which the clerk will also submit to district council.  
4. members were happy with this year’s Summer Play Scheme dates suggested by SDDC, which the clerk will 
confirm to district.  
 
1860/23 Matters for Discussion:  
a) Police Issues/Speed Limits/Road Safety. Cllr Richrdson note that a ‘Harpurs’ bus has been parking on the shaded 
area surrounding the Grampian Way/ Stenson Road roundabout. Resolved: members will monitor.  
 
b) Saxon Gate at Newton Village Development, Stenson Road. Members wish to know how much of the balancing 
pond has been adopted by SDDC; clerk to ask DCllr Singh.   
  
c) Lengthsmen Scheme. Steve Hawkridge gave the following report: 

• Suggested Biffa collections at Easter take place on Tuesday 2nd April, not Monday; clerk to ask Biffa.  

• A door on the notice board on Arleston Lane is missing. Clerk was aware and has ordered a new one plus a 
new white backing piece. 

• Steve spoke with the Clean Team who suggested that reporting through the ‘what 3 words’ App will identify 
locations more accurately when reporting waste.  

• A tree branch is starting to hinder the visibility of the SID on Arleston Lane; clerk to inform Highways.  

•  Steve requested hand-warmers for himself and Jane. Members are prepared to spend up to c£20 per pair; 
Steve to investigate various types.   

The chairman thanked Jane & Steve for their continued service.  
 .  
d) Environmental issues (Biffa, trees, bulbs, bins, etc). Mostly covered in the Action List. Cllr Richardson stated that 
pollarding of trees has begun near the railway bridge and been shredded but some debris remains (possibly dumped 
from other areas. Resolved: Clerk to ask SDDC to remove. Cllr Richardson reported mounds of earth and blue 
barriers standing at the top of Glenmore Road/ POS, left there by Severn Trent a while ago. Clerk to ask ST if it has 
finished its business and if so, will it remove these. Also, 2 road signs (Stenson Road/Grampian Way island & Stenson 
road Wragley Way) relating to the recent bridge closure, remain on site. Clerk to ask Highways to remove. Cllr 
Richardson noted that the bin at the Grampian Way bus stop (between Kirkland Way and Glenmore Drive) is missing; 
clerk to inform SDDC.  
 
e) Possible employment of a private freighter/ skip refuse service. Clerk had little success in obtaining interest from 
collection services although Steve suggested another firm which the clerk will approach. Also, in relation to SDDC’s 
reason for cancelling this service, clerk to challenge SDDC’s statement that the reason was “hostility to the drivers 
when they refused to take other authority bins”. This appears not to be the case as a parish councillor discovered 
through an FOI request that cost was the reason. Clerk to contact SDDC and to copy DCllr Shepherd.  
 
f) Update on a new bus shelter on Wragley Way; covered above. 
 
g) Update on the SID on Wragley Way. Resolved: clerk to write to the 4 residents on Tedworth Avenue in answer to 
their letter and invite them to the next parish meeting. Also, to ask Highways if a light meter reading can be taken to 
assess whether glare is a factor. The SID on Grampian Way has malfunctioned again; clerk to inform the supplier.  
 
h) fenced dog-exercise area; we await the outcome of the planning application at Stenson Bubble. 
 
i) to discuss an updated budget and agree next year’s precept amount to be requested from SDDC. Clerk received a 
call from SDDC explaining that an extra 18 properties fall into the council tax band for the area. It also confirmed that 
it is likely that next year’s concurrent functions grant (2024/25) from district council will either remain at this year’s 
level or be increased by the usual 2%. However, this has since been confirmed that it remains the same. SDDC also 



confirmed that there is no restriction on the level of precept that council may request. Resolved: level of precept to 
be maintained at this year’s amount i.e. £32000; chairman & clerk duly signed Form A.  
 
j) Possibility of a new defibrillator at the community centre.  Resolved: Cllr Broadhurst will kindly submit an order to 
the British Heart Foundation on behalf of the council.  
 

1861/23 PLANNING    
To consider planning application:  
DMPA/2023/1594 - The erection of a rear ground floor extension and conversion of the garage into living 
accommodation at 9 Lupin Close, Stenson Fields. Resolved: no objection.  
 
DMPA/ 2024/0018 - The conversion of the garage and the erection of a single storey side extension to garage to 
create annex at 15 Northfield, Stenson Fields. Resolved: clerk to circulate Cllr Baker’s objection/ comment to see if 
members agree.  
 
Decision 
DMPA/ 2023/1320 - The erection of a two-storey front extension, erection of a detached garage and demolition of 
existing boundary walls at 303 Grampian Way, Stenson Fields.  Approved subject to conditions. 
 
The chairman, Cllr Broadhurst and DCllr Shepherd will meet a planning officer tomorrow morning to inspect land at 
11 Dulverton Close (possible incursion into council property). The clerk suggested that perhaps the officer might also 
offer an opinion of the service strip issue at Rowan Close involving a blocked footway.  
 
1862/23 Finance for payment 

(a) Accounts paid as per below in January by the clerk under his delegated powers (paid via internet 
bank transfer).  

Reference  Payee- Total £ 

17th Jan J Irons – Clerk’s salary 4 weeks to 15th December    908.48 

17th Jan J Irons – clerk’s expenses December - January*       42.20 

17th Jan J Hawkridge - Lengthsman pay 3 weeks to 15th December    223.39 

17th Jan S Hawkridge - Lengthsman pay 3 weeks to 15th December*   233.75 

17th Jan HMRC – employees’ tax & NI December - January   260.16 

17th Jan DCC – clerk’s pension return in January   296.94 

17th Jan Robert Lewis Signs – repair to Arleston Lane noticeboard   318.00 

 TOTAL 2282.92 

*expenses comprise the following: 
Shardlow to Stenson Fields & return (28 miles at 0.65p per mile) on 18th January to attend the  
January meeting        £ 18.20 
Clerk’s home allowance (£24 per 4-week)     £ 24.00 
         £ 42.20 
S Hawkridge – cleaning wipes       £   6.16 
  Glue dots      £   4.00  
     
(b) Income:  Bank interest on 29th December   £  220.12 
   CCllr Atkin’s grant for new bench 21st Dec £1405.83 
   
(c) Bank balance as at 29th December 2023    £ 49658.55 
 

d) Clerk to send a thank-you letter to CCllr Atkin for his grant for the new bench 
 

 
1863/23 TO RECEIVE FEEDBACK AND REPORTS FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES  

None.   
 
 
1864/23  ITEMS FOR INFORMATION Clerk had circulated recent DALC newsletters and updates and other 
items from county & district councils.  
 



1865/23 Agenda items for the next meeting. 
• Police Issues/Speed Limits/Road Safety; 
• Saxon Gate at Newton Village Development, Stenson Road; 
• Environmental issues (Biffa, trees, bulbs, bins, etc); 
• Lengthsmen Scheme; 
• Action List; 
• Possible employing of a private freighter/ skip refuse service; 
• Update (if any) on a new bus shelter on Wragley Way; 
• Update on the SIDs on Wragley Way and Grampian Way; 
• Update on a new defibrillator at the community centre. 

 
 
1866/23 Date of next meeting – the next meeting will be held at Stenson Fields Primary School on Thursday 15th 
February 2024 at 7.15pm.  
 
 
 
The Chairman thanked attendees for their input and closed the meeting at 9.25pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed…………………………………………………………………… ….C Fellows (Chairman)      Date………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


