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STENSON FIELDS PARISH COUNCIL 
Notes from the informal PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on Thursday 19th October 2023 at 

7.15pm in Stenson Fields Primary School  
 
Participants: -  Cllrs I Baker (Chair) and P Richardson. 

In attendance: - DCllr Lakhvinder Singh, Steve Hawkridge (Lengthsman), one resident and J Irons (clerk).  
 
Due to this meeting being inquorate minute numbers recorded below will be classed as unofficial.  

1809/23 VARIATION OF ORDER OF BUSINESS:  None.   
 
1810/23 DECLARATION OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS:  None.  
 
1811/23 To determine which items if any from Part 2 of the Agenda should be taken with the public 

excluded.  None.  
 
1812/23  PUBLIC SPEAKING: DCllr Lakhvinder Singh. 
1. DCllrs Singh and Shepherd currently conduct weekend walks/ inspections around our area and have noticed poor 
street signs in need of replacement, due to rotting wood and concrete posts. These are at Briset Close, Avon Close, 
Garry Close, Hambleton Drive and at the top of Grampian Way/ Stenson Road. The district councillors are requesting 
the installation of new signs.  
2.  pavements and kerbs are falling apart in some locations (around Arleston Lane and either side of the A50 bridge), 

DCllr Singh has requested repairs and will continue to as he sees any needing such repair.  

3. overgrown bushes around the school have now been trimmed.  

4. DCllr Singh spoke to Highways who said a new bus stop is being considered on Wragley Way (housing side), near 

to Briset Close. These currently cost c£8k and DCC usually ask for a 50% donation from parish councils. Members to 

discuss in the next meeting.  

 
1813/23 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REPORTS  None  
 
1814/23 CLERK’S REPORT  
Clerk circulated an Action List over the progress of ongoing issues of which several items were amended, added or 
require following up.  
 
1815/23 Matters for Discussion:  
a) Police Issues/Speed Limits/Road Safety.  
The SIDs are now up and running, however the ones on Arleston Lane and Wragley Way may need to be moved to 
alternative lampposts. Clerk to enquire with the contractor whether the Wragley Way SID can have its illumination 
reduced; and whether a shield can be placed around it to inhibit glare. Another option is that it could be moved to a 
different lamppost although this requires a further licence application and permission from Highways.  
 
b) Saxon Gate at Newton Village Development, Stenson Road. Nothing to report.  
  
c) Lengthsmen Scheme. Steve Hawkridge gave the following report: 

• Metal mannequins have been removed from the Ledbury Chase play area by SDDC because they were 
vandalised immediately after having been installed. They will probably be returned to the manufacturer. 
DCllr Singh added that surrounding frames will be fitted to protect them from this behaviour. Recently, SDDC 
removed graffiti from the kickboard and artwork was painted; however, this has since been defaced. The 
waste bin has still not been replaced although SDDC assured the clerk that this and other bins are on order.  

• Steve and Jane are regularly removing graffiti from bus shelters and bins as they encounter it.  

• jittys and footpaths still require weed-killer application by district council. DCllr Singh said that the weed 
killer vehicle was in the area recently although doubts whether it will appear again soon as this is not now 
the season for this.  
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• Steve sent an email to DCllr Shepherd regarding hedge trimming that is needed on Stenson Road leading to 
the A50 bridge; the chairman added that flailing was being conducted today both here and near the Bubble 
Inn. The junction of Wragley Way and Stenson Road still needs trimming.  

• The clothes recycling bin remains near to the Chinese take-away although SDDC has previously stated that 
unless residents complain there is little to be done.    

• Potholes on 5-a-side pitch were infilled but have since been dug-up again; clerk to remind SDDC.  

• Some residents thought that Goathland Road park would be a suitable location for a fenced dog-exercise 
area. Members to discuss in the next meeting. Clerk asked DALC after the last meeting whether any other 
councils have done something similar, but no reply has been forthcoming. 

• The waste bin near the 5-a-side pitch at Fox Close has been vandalised twice. Clerk to remind SDDC and 
mention that bins should be locked once emptied.  

• The area behind the school is used for drug smoking and lighting along here does not work. Both DCllr Singh 
and the clerk to report to SNT for them to patrol. 

• Drain covers at Goathland Road, Blankney Close and the Holderness Close jitty are being removed by kids; 
Steve and Jane have been moving them back into position.  

• The broken gate on Pilgrims Park has now been repaired.  

• There are now 3 lampposts that have been removed on the rural side of Wragley Way; it appears that these 
are being replaced with new ones.  

• The installation of a new bus-stop on Grampian Way resulted in traffic congestion on Stenson Road, which 
resulted in excess litter. This may get worse on 15th & 16th November when the bridge is closed for repairs so 
clerk to ask the Clean Team if it will monitor it.  
 
The chairman thanked both Jane & Steve for their service.  
 .  

d) Environmental issues (Biffa, trees, bulbs, bins, etc). Mostly covered in both the Action List and above.   
  
e) installation of 2 public seat benches on Wragley Way. SDDC has the new Hambleton Drive one on order and is 
assessing the green area between Pilgrims Way and Zetland Crescent as a possible location for another.   
f) update on the installation of SIDs. Covered above; Highways’ contractors still await new await electrical cabling.   
g) to discuss employing a private freighter/skip refuse service.  Clerk awaits a reply from SDDC over the volume of 
waste that was collected when it ran the service. 
 
1816/23 PLANNING    
To consider planning applications:  
Decisions 
DMPA/ 2023/1033 - single storey side/rear extension at 7 Nevis Close, Stenson Fields. Approved subject to conditions. 
DMPA/ 2023/1041 - The erection of a two-storey rear extension and the installation of a front window on the first 

floor at 31 Sallywood Close, Stenson Fields. Approved subject to conditions. 

DMPA/2023/1005 - The erection of extensions and associated works at 4 Wilton Close, Stenson Fields. Approved 
subject to conditions.  Approved subject to conditions. 

 
1817/23 Finance for payment 

(a) Accounts paid as per below in July, August & September by the clerk under his delegated powers (paid 
via internet bank transfer).  

Reference  Payee- Total £ 

17th Oct J Irons – Clerk’s salary 4 weeks to 22nd September     869.34 

17th Oct J Irons – clerk’s expenses Sept - Oct*       48.20 

17th Oct J Hawkridge - Lengthsman pay 3 weeks to 15th September   241.40 

17th Oct S Hawkridge - Lengthsman pay 3 weeks to 15th September*   261.78 

17th Oct  HMRC – employees’ tax & NI September - October   251.99 

17th Oct  DCC – clerk’s pension return in October   283.78 

17th Oct  PKF Littlejohn LLP – fee external audit 2022/23   378.00 

 TOTAL  2334.49 

*expenses comprise the following: 
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October: 
Clerk’s petrol Shardlow to Stenson Fields & return (28 miles at 0.65p per mile) on 19th October  
to attend the October meeting     £ 18.20  
Home allowance (£24 per 4-week)     £ 24.00 
Book 2nd class postage stamps on 29th September  £   6.00 
Total         £ 48.20 
 
Steve Hawkridge’s expenses comprise the following: 
2 x pairs of work shorts      £19.98  
      
 

(b) Income:  Bank interest on 29th September  £249.32 
   

(c) Bank balance as at 13th October 2023   £59481.87 

 
 

1818/23 TO RECEIVE FEEDBACK AND REPORTS FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES  
None.   
 

1819/23  ITEMS FOR INFORMATION Clerk had circulated recent DALC newsletters and updates and other 
items from county & district councils.  
 
1820/23 Agenda items for the next meeting. 

• Police Issues/Speed Limits/Road Safety; 
• Saxon Gate at Newton Village Development, Stenson Road; 
• Environmental issues (Biffa, trees, bulbs, bins, etc); 
• Lengthsmen Scheme; 
• Action List; 
• To discuss employing a private freighter/ skip refuse service; 
• Bus shelter on Wragley Way; 
• fenced dog-exercise area;  
• Budget update.  

 
1821/23 Date of next meeting – due to once again being inquorate an informal meeting will be held at Stenson 
Fields Primary School on Thursday 16th November 2023 at 7.15pm.   
 
The Chairman thanked attendees for their input and closed the meeting at 8.20pm. 
 
 
   
 

 

 

 

 

Signed…………………………………………………………………… ….C Fellows (Chairman)      Date…………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 


