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STENSON FIELDS PARISH COUNCIL 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on Thursday 19th January 2023 at 7.15pm in Stenson Fields 

Primary School 
 
Participants: -   C Fellows (Chair), I Baker, P Richardson and GD Singh.   

In attendance: - District Councillor David Shepherd, Steve Hawkridge (lengthsman) and J Irons (clerk).  
 

1697/22 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. Cllrs Lisewski (unwell), K Butterworth and Lakhvinder Singh (at a SDDC 

Full Council meeting). Under LGA 1972 section 85 (1) members agreed to councillors’ absences.  

1698/22 VARIATION OF ORDER OF BUSINESS:   to accept DCllr Shepherd’s report if/ when he arrives.    
 
1699/22 DECLARATION OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS: None 
 
1700/22 To determine which items if any from Part 2 of the Agenda should be taken with the public 

excluded.  None.  
 
1701/22  PUBLIC SPEAKING: 
To accept DCllr Shepherd’s report if/when he arrives.  
 
1702/22 To approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 17th November 2022. Once approved 

the chairman signed these as a true record.   
 
1703/22 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REPORTS   
The chairman had not attended any meetings recently and wondered when the next IGV meeting will be held.   
 
1704/22 CLERK’S REPORT  
1. Clerk circulated an Action List over the progress of ongoing issues of which several items were amended, added or 
require following up. 
1705/22 DCllr Shepherd arrived at 7.45. 

Stenson Ward District Councillors’ Report to Stenson Fields Parish Council 19th January 2023 
 
SDDC Full Special Council Thursday 5th January 2023 – East Midlands Devolution Deal and Mayoral Combined 
County Authority (EMMCCA). 
In February 2022, the Government issued their Levelling Up proposal. Derbyshire County Council and Derby City 
Council & Nottingham City Council and Nottinghamshire County Council, referred to as the Upper Tier Authorities, 
decided to pursue a devolution deal and the establishment of a Mayoral Combined County Authority. The Devolution 
Deal was agreed and signed by the upper tier authorities in August 2022. SDDC members debated the EMMCCA, the 
point was made that SDDC would have little input and that details of the deal are not available, including the cost. The 
Council Leader, Cllr Richardson expressed concern regarding the planning and housing and the reduction in our ability 
to decide where housing should be built. It was considered likely that council tax precept would be made to fund the 
mayor and his officers. The government finance offered equates to £17 per person per year. What will that be worth 
in 30 years’ time? 
 
Councillor Richards proposed the following motion for Council to consider.  
The Council after considering the contents and possible implications of the East Midlands Devolution Deal (the 
Devolution Deal) and the proposed creation of an East Midlands Combined County Authority (EMCCA) resolved to 
respond to the consultation as follows 
• In absence of the required and essential detail as to the direct effect both financially and on service delivery 
to the residents of South Derbyshire, whom we were all elected to represent, the Council has little alternative but to 
reject any support for this hastily contrived proposal as not being in the best interests of the residents of South 
Derbyshire. 
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• Furthermore, the council wish to express its opposition to the proposed geographical basis of the Devolution 
Deal linking Derbyshire to Nottinghamshire to form a Mayoral Combined County Authority. 
The majority of the council members voted in favour of the resolution. 
 
Transfer of the Balancing Pond – New Estate  
Discussions have taken place to consider the steps which need to be undertaken to make it able to be adopted. 
Derbyshire County Council - Highways/Footways and Tree Matters  
Cllrs Shepherd and Singh have been contacted by residents complaining about footway and highways concerns. They 
are collecting a list of complaints to present to the County Council. 
Area Forum 
The next Area Forum will be held on Tuesday 14th February at 6:30 in Findern Village Hall. 
 
Stenson Ward Councillors - David Shepherd and Lakhvinder Singh   
 
Steve Hawkridge asked DCllr Shepherd the following: 
1. pavements at the top of Wragley Way (corner of Glencroft Drive and Tregony Way) and between Stenson Road and 
Beaufort Road are strewn with leaves and need a visit from the gutter sweeper. DCllr Shepherd will pursue. Cllr Baker 
thought it wise to inform residents of an intended sweep so that cars can be moved. Cllr Richardson remarked that 
similar waste lies to the rear of Derwent Drive and Holderness Close; and on the Zetland Road open space. 
2. Steve counted 13 potholes on Stenson Road, most originating from the A50/ Bubble Inn. Cllr Richardson had 
reported some of these of which a few have been infilled (albeit temporarily and some poorly).   
3. tree roots need removing between Beaufort Road and South Down Close.  
4. Steve asked about the missing bollards at various sites (see action list). 
5. the hard-standing paving at the bus stop on Wragley Way, to be specially provided for school children, has not yet 
been laid  
DCllr Shepherd kindly offered to pursue these matters.  
1706/ 22 District councillor Shepherd left at 8.10pm. 
 
CLERK’S REPORT resumed. 
2. clerk booked the summer play scheme dates for this year, based on similar dates to last year.   
3. The Repton Area Forum will be held at Findern village hall on 14th February at 6.30pm, as mentioned above.  
4. council considered a message from Cllr Lisewski stating ‘that ‘Employers have a legal duty to protect employees 

from stress at work by doing a risk assessment and acting on it. If you have fewer than five workers, you don't have 

to write anything down. But it is useful to do this, so you can review it later, for example if something changes’. 

Resolved: clerk to ask DALC for its advice.  

1707/22 Matters for Decision or Discussion:  
a) Police Issues/Speed Limits/Road Safety.  
CSW –Calver parish council is interested in buying the equipment; the Chairman rang its contact to ask if it wishes to 
view the items, but without reply. He will continue to pursue them.  
SIDs – clerk has asked the contractor to proceed with manufacture of the 4 signs to be attached to lampposts.  
Cllr Richardson noted that police speed checks were being conducted today on Deepdale Lane.  
 
b) Saxon Gate at Newton Village Development, Stenson Road. Nothing further to report.   
 
c) Lengthsmen Scheme. Steve Hawkridge gave the following report: 

• The handle grips on the wheelie carts are wearing thin. Resolved: Steve to buy 2 pairs of new ones.  

• Highways cut the hedges on Stenson Road (opposite Saxon Gate) and Steve collected 7 bags of discarded 
rubbish along this road. 

• Jane & Steve met our PCSO recently and told her of continuing problems with ASB (especially on Fox Close 
and involving drugs), speeding traffic and that the 101 telephone reporting line is slow. Also, some residents 
did not want to report these incidents for fear of possible consequences. The PCSO said that Facebook is a 
speedier form of reporting and that extra patrols will be conducted (to start last Saturday).  

• Steve spoke to the SDDC tree officer who said they will address the dead branches overhanging no10 
Wheatland Close. 
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• He gave his apologies for the next meeting.  
 
The chairman thanked both Steve & Jane for their continued service.  
 .  
d) Environmental issues (Biffa, trees, bulbs, bins, etc). Mostly covered in the action list; Biffa have announced an 
increase in its rates in the forthcoming year.    
e) installation of public benches. Resolved: to ask SDDC whether the proposed sites at which we wish to install 2 
new seat benches on Wragley Way are acceptable. Members decided on the model of bench tonight.  
f) Resolved:  not to conduct further repairs or install matting at Ledbury Chase play area until we have SDDC’s 
confirmation that it will assume responsibility for maintenance etc for the park (thus negating any possible new 
agreement between them and us).  
g) budget review including agreeing next year’s precept request and to sign Form A. Members were appraised of the 
details of an updated budget and agreed on a forthcoming precept request from SDDC of £32k; both chairman & 
clerk duly signed form A.  
 
1708/22 PLANNING    
To consider planning applications:   
DMPA/2022/1519 - Proposed single garage to the side of existing dwelling house and erection of boundary 
treatment at 1 Merrybower Close, Stenson Fields. Resolved: no objection. 
DMPA/2022/1617 - Outline application (all matters reserved for later consideration) except for the principal means 
of access for a residential development (Use Class C3(a)) including flood alleviation measures, public open space, 
landscaping and associated infrastructure for the residential development of up to 600 dwellings at Land to the West 
of Primula Way, Littleover. Resolved: members will peruse and make comment in the next meeting (Comments 

required by 17th February).   
 
DMPA/2020/0284 - Members raised concerns over building work at 16 Pilgrims Way, Stenson Fields. They seem to 
think that the present works breach planning regulations; once the render has been finished there will be little or no 
room for a brick finish to the outside that adjoins the next-door property. Also, the original application shows a 
window being fitted instead of a garage door. Resolved: clerk sent a copy of the planning notice to number 18 and 
received the following reply from SDDC on 21st October: 
‘This relates to DMPA/2020/0284. The finish of the exterior is likely to be render, but we are awaiting a discharge of 
conditions application to be submitted. Any alleged encroachment is a matter between the two neighbouring 
properties and not something that the LPA can become involved with’. 
 

2 Rowan Close. DCllr Shepherd said that DCC had told the resident to remove the service strips c18 months ago and 
has chased this since. He has raised it at previous area forums and will do so again at the next.  
 

1709/22 Finance for payment 
(a) Accounts for Payment were approved for payment (via internet bank transfer). December’s are to be agreed 

retrospectively.  
Reference  Payee- Total £ 

16th Dec J Irons – Clerk’s salary 4 weeks to 18th November (including £416     

 back pay to reflect new increased SCP rate)    1173.02 

16th Dec J Irons – clerk’s expenses November - December*        24.00 

16th Dec J Hawkridge - Lengthsman pay 3+ weeks to 15th November*   254.60 

16th Dec S Hawkridge - Lengthsman pay 3+ weeks to 15th November*   246.00 

16th Dec HMRC – employees’ tax & NI November – December    376.99 

16th Dec DCC – clerk’s pension return in December   366.96  

16th Dec  Biffa waste – December 2022 to March 2023   589.85  

16th Dec Robert Lewis Signs – repair to Wragley Way noticeboard     84.00 

16th Dec Kompan – surfacing under swing on Ledbury Chase play area  6371.37 

                           TOTAL 9486.79  

Reference  Payee- Total £ 

19th Jan J Irons – Clerk’s salary 4 weeks to 16th December     858.70 

19th Jan J Irons – clerk’s expenses December – January*      117.04 

19th Jan J Hawkridge - Lengthsman pay 3+ weeks to 12th December*   259.51 
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19th Jan S Hawkridge - Lengthsman pay 3+ weeks to 12th December*   252.76 

19th Jan HMRC – employees’ tax & NI December - January    228.18 

19th Jan DCC – clerk’s pension return in January   265.86  

19th Jan DCC Highways - Legal fees re 4 Speed Indicator Devices    100.00  

 TOTAL  2082.05 

                           TOTAL 11568.84  

*expenses comprise the following: 
December: 
Clerk home allowance (£24 per 4-week)  * £ 24.00    
Jane Hawkridge’s expenses comprise the following:  
Litter-picker heads    £13.00 
Steve Hawkridge’s expenses comprise the following: 
Cable ties     £4.80 
 
January: 
Clerk’s petrol Shardlow to Stenson Fields & return (28 miles at 0.65p per mile) 
19th Jan to attend the Jan meeting   £ 18.20  
Home allowance (£24 per 4-week x 2)    £ 24.00 
3 x printer inks on 1st January    £ 74.84 
       £117.04 
Jane Hawkridge’s expenses comprise the following:  
Gloves & boots     £43.14 
Steve Hawkridge’s expenses comprise the following: 
Printer inks     £36.99 
 
(b) Income:  Bank interest on 31st October  £67.23 

   Bank interest on 30th November  £77.80  
   

  

(c) Bank balance as at 16th December 2022   £24918.01  
 

 

1710/22 TO RECEIVE FEEDBACK AND REPORTS FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES  
None.   
 

1711/22  ITEMS FOR INFORMATION Clerk had circulated recent DALC newsletters and updates and other 
items from county & district councils and produced 1 item of interest tonight.  
 
1712/22 Agenda items for the next meeting. 

• Police Issues/Speed Limits/Road Safety including SIDs & CSW equipment; 
• Saxon Gate at Newton Village Development, Stenson Road; 
• Environmental issues (Biffa, trees, bulbs, bins, etc); 
• Lengthsmen Scheme; 
• Action List; 
• Apologies from Steve Hawksworth.  

 
1713/22 Date of next meeting –the next Parish Council Meeting will be held at Stenson Fields Primary School on 
Thursday 16th February 2023 at 7.15pm (depending on the availability of the clerk).   
 
The Chairman thanked attendees for their input and closed the meeting at 9.20pm.  
 

 

 

Signed…………………………………………………………………… ….C Fellows (Chairman)      Date…………………………………………… 


