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STENSON FIELDS PARISH COUNCIL 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on Thursday 17th November 2022 at 7.15pm in Stenson Fields 

Primary School 
 
Participants: -   C Fellows (Chair), K Butterworth and I Baker.  

In attendance: - District Councillors David Shepherd and Lakhvinder Singh, Steve Hawkridge (lengthsman) and J 
Irons (clerk).  
 

Part 1 Non-Confidential Information 
 

1680/22 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. Cllrs Lisewski (unwell), P Richardson and GD Singh (holiday). Under LGA 

1972 section 85 (1) members agreed to councillors’ absences.  

1681/22 VARIATION OF ORDER OF BUSINESS:   to accept DCllr Shepherd’s report if/ when he arrives.    
 
1682/22 DECLARATION OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS: None 
 
1683/22 To determine which items if any from Part 2 of the Agenda should be taken with the public 

excluded. The lengthsman was excused for Part 2 of the meeting.  
 
1684/22  PUBLIC SPEAKING: 
A County Councillor was not present, and no report had been received prior to the meeting. CCllr Atkin sent an email  
to the clerk this day regarding a public consultation over the East Midlands Devolution (a £1.14 billion deal for 
Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire, Derby and Nottingham) which will run from 14th November 2022 until 9th January 2023 
and we would encourage all residents, businesses, voluntary and community sector and other stakeholders to give 
their views. We want to hear from everyone. There is lots of information on the devolution website about the key 
benefits, what is devolution and what it would mean for the area: https://www.eastmidlandsdevolution.co.uk/  
 
Ahead of DCllr Shepherd’s report, DCllr Lakhvinder Singh offered some thoughts: 
1. he rued the abandonment of ASDA trollies around the area; members assured him that we have tried to have 
these collected by both Cadent and district council. DCllr Singh will write to the ASDA head office.  
2. he has received complaints from residents over rubbish on Arleston Lane (south) and Twyford Road and has 
suggested to district council that cameras be installed.  
3.  some residents would like to see the return of the freighter service, which collects general household waste. Clerk 
to ask district council if we are allowed the service again if we are prepared to pay for it.  
4. streetlights on Edgehill Close are subject to late-night shutdown but this results in car break-ins. DCllr Singh spoke 
to DCC asking it to change lighting times here but was told he must contact the police first. He asked Highways today 
and was advised to contact the Community Partnership for help. The chairman noted that we consistently ask 
residents to report crime to the police, although we know the telephone 101 service is not fit for purpose. Resolved. 
Clerk to invite PCSOs to the next meeting.  
    
1685/22 DCllr Shepherd arrived at 7.50pm. 
Stenson Ward District Councillors’ Report to Stenson Fields Parish Council 17th November 2022 
Repton Area Forum – Tuesday October 11th 2022 held in Stenson Fields Community Centre 
Stenson Ward Councillors, David Shepherd and Lakhavinder Singh attended the Forum which was held for the first 
time in the Stenson Fields Community Centre. The Councillors were asked by a resident to have the Forum in the 
Community Centre as it had not visited the ward for a considerable time. It was disappointing that only 8 members 
of the public attended, not one of whom was a resident of Stenson Ward. 
Police Safer Neighbourhood Report Q & A - Inspector Mike Sisman reported that the police 
have had a busy time policing functions regarding the late Queen’s funeral. He said that the division had maintained 
staff levels and that more officers are being recruited, including three more PCSOs. There has also been an increase 
in the “Safer Neighbourhoods” team. He outlined the local priorities which are burglaries, safeguarding and domestic 
abuse. Cllr Shepherd asked Inspector Sisman if one of the PCSOs could be based in Stenson Fields, perhaps using the 
Community Centre as a base. 

https://www.eastmidlandsdevolution.co.uk/
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Safer South Derbyshire Partnership 

• The week the Forum was held was raising awareness of Hate Crimes and that information was placed on the 
Facebook Page. 

• Anti-social behaviour in Findern had been targeted 

• Leaflets have been delivered to South Derbyshire Schools informing young people that the use of electric 
scooters are illegal except on private land. 

• An application for prevention of crime for £2900 had been received. 
 

Local Authority Update and Public Q&A 

• An application for prevention of crime for £2900 had been received. 

• Warmer Homes Green Homes Grant- A South Derbyshire District Council (SDDC) - Environmental Officer 
explained that SDDC are working with at local charity to identify residents eligible for a grant. An application 
form may be found on the SDDC website. 

• Local Plan – Issues and Options Consultation – The SDDC Chief Executive Officer said that the Local Plan 
which lasts until 2028 must be reviewed every five years. The consultation will part of the update of the 
Local Plan, residents’ views are sought. The consultation will end on 5 th December, 5pm. There will be a 
drop-in session in Stenson Fields Community Centre on Monday 31 st October 3.30pm – 6.45pm. Cllr 
Shepherd said that he had attempted access the consultation questionnaire on-line and found it 
unnecessarily complex, why was an account needed to be created and why were there more than 100 
questions are listed. 
 

Local Community & Voluntary 
An officer of the South Derbyshire Council for Voluntary Services CVS outlined their activities. The Handy Person 
home support service had fitted key safes and helped 81 people in the previous three months. Home from Hospital 
helping people to stay in their own homes has been] successful. The CVS have moved to new premises and their 
foodbank is being used by residents from all areas of South Derbyshire, including Stenson Fields. 
Summary of Agreed Priorities/Actions: 

• Police to tackle ASB in Willington 

• Milton to Ticknall road – collisions with dear to be highlighted with signage 

• The SDDC Chief Executive Officer to investigate the Local Plan Consultation questionnaire raised by Cllr 

Shepherd 

Felling of a Memorial Tree – Open Space Adjacent to the Community Centre 
A tree was planted to mark the life of a local boy on the open space where he used to play. The tree was accidently 
felled by the maintenance company, but a new tree will be planted. 
 
Local Plan – Issues and Options Drop-in Session – 31st October in the Community Centre 
Councillors Shepherd and Singh attended the session to discuss issues raised by residents. The number of residents 
attending was not great but at least they had the opportunity to obtain clarification. 
 
South Derbyshire District Council – Annual Report 2021/2022 
The Annual Report is now available on the council’s website. The matters covered include: How your money is spent, 
Achievements in 2021/2022, Our Environment, Our People, Our Future, Covid-19 recovery etc. 
 
Motion to South Derbyshire District Council – Academies Charging Fees for Laptops etc 
Labour Councillor, R Pearson moved the following motion at full council on 3rd November because some local schools 
were charging for laptops and other equipment. This has become a burden for residents on limited income and/or 
with several children at school. 
“South Derbyshire District Council notes that the Education Act 1996 prohibits schools from charging for education 
and the supply of materials, books, instruments or other equipment, during school hours. Furthermore, the Education 
(Guidance about Costs of School Uniforms) Act 2021 requires schools to keep the use of branded items to a minimum. 
The Council also notes that several schools in South Derbyshire are charging parents and guardians fees for laptops 
and ipads, for branded clothing and for other activities during school hours. At a time of an unprecedented cost of 
living crisis in which the cost of everyday essentials like groceries and bills are rising faster than average household 
incomes, any unnecessary costs on parents and guardians should be avoided. Considering this, this Council resolves to 
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write to all schools in South Derbyshire, and associated Multi Academy Trusts, to remind them of their obligations 
under the relevant Education Acts and to encourage them to take active steps to prevent unnecessary costs on 
parents and guardians.” 
The motion was passed but the Conservatives abstained from the vote stating that Districts had no part to play 
within the education system. The South Derbyshire District Council Corporate Plan, states that we have a duty to 
ensure our children have a good education without any barriers. 
Actions Requested by Stenson Fields Parish Councillors from South Derbyshire District Councillors at the Parish 
Council Meeting 29th September 2022. 

• Bollards Required - Glendon Road to Burnside Close –Email resent reminding SDDC officers that this has been 
raised before. 

• Trees on Holderness Close and Silverton Drive - SDDC Tree officer reminded that the issues are outstanding 
 
Residents’ Concerns taken up by Cllrs Shepherd and Singh 

• Uneven Slabs outside of the shops on Pilgrims Way – Residents complained that the uneven paving had 
tripped up a resident, injuring him. Reported to Derbyshire County Council. Case reference FS-Case-
460955236 

• Monks Close Road Surface Deterioration – Your councillors contacted Derbyshire County Council. The 
County Council sent a team to repair the road. 

• Request to Change the Late-Night Street Lamp Shutdown – After complaints from residents that attempts to 
enter cars during the hours of darkness, you councillors contacted the police asking for support in asking 
that the lights remain on. Police contacted again asking them to contact the County Council asking for the 
lights to be left on. 

 
Next SDDC Stenson Ward Councillors Advice Surgeries 
Saturday 26th November – 10:30 – 11:30 – Stenson Fields School – Heather Close 
Friday 9th December - 17:00 – 18:00 – Stenson Fields Community Centre – Chartley Road 

 PCSO David Marley will attend the surgery in the Community Centre. 
Saturday 17th December – 10:30 – 11:30 – Stenson Fields School – Heather Close 
 
SDDC Stenson Ward Councillors - David Shepherd and Lakhvinder Singh. 
Both district councillors left at 8.10pm. 
 
1686/22 To approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 20th October 2022. Once approved 

the chairman signed these as a true record.   
 
1687/22 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REPORTS   
The chairman had not attended any meetings recently; he missed the recent Repton Area Forum due to feeling 
unwell.  
 
1688/22 CLERK’S REPORT  
1. Clerk circulated an Action List over the progress of ongoing issues of which several items were amended, added or 
require following up. 
2. clerk asked the lengthsman to post user safety notices on the Fox Close gym equipment.  
3. clerk received the concurrent functions grant form 2022/23 (£24873) to which £10228 has been carried over from 
last year (reserved for SIDs).  
 
1689/22 Matters for Decision or Discussion:  
a) Police Issues/Speed Limits/Road Safety.  
CSW –Barrow parish council has declined our offer to buy the Speed Watch equipment. Clerk has asked DALC & 
police PCSO if they know of any councils that may be interested. Clerk to ask DALC again.  
SIDs – clerk returned signed forms and photographs of the 28-day notice period were attached to 4 lampposts for 
resident comments to Highways.   
Vandalism of the notice board on Wragley Way occurred last Saturday night (12th); clerk reported to police and the 
contractor for repair.  



4 
 

Cllr Butterworth again raised the issue of speeding motorbikes in the area, most riding without insurance or road tax. 
He claims a distinct lack of police presence does not help tackling these.  
   
b) Saxon Gate at Newton Village Development, Stenson Road. Nothing to report.   
 
c) Lengthsmen Scheme. Steve Hawkridge gave the following report (clerk’s notes are in italic): 

• Gym equipment now has usage labels on. 

• Pilgrims Park gate has been repaired and replaced.  

• The grass is in a dreadful state in some areas it is about 6” tall and assume it won’t be cut now until March as 
last cut is in October. Steve asked DCllr Shepherd to enquire at SDDC whether it can it be cut again this year.  

• More police patrols are needed on the five-a-side on Fox Close to monitor anti- social drinking and drugs. 
Clerk spoke to PC Dashfield earlier in the week who confirmed that SNT patrols will be increased.  

• New safety matting at Ledbury Chase has now been installed at the swings but the rest of the equipment 
awaits to be done.  

• Vandalism to the council (locked) side of the notice board on Wragley Way. Clerk has reported to police & 
contractor for repair.  

• Steve asked for anti-fly tipping posters and educational material for use in a talk to be given to children 
highlighting the concern of environmental litter. Clerk to ask SDDC and DALC.  

• Jane and I went to look at the information on the proposed new A 50 and housing development. 
 
The chairman thanked both Steve & Jane for their continued service.  
 .  
d) Environmental issues (Biffa, trees, bulbs, bins, etc). Covered in the action list.   
e) installation of public benches. We await SDDC’s reply over a benches policy. Resolved: clerk to ask DCllr Shepherd 
to pursue.    
f) update on the ownership of Ledbury Chase. SDDC has confirmed that under a 1981 agreement Barrow parish 
council is responsible for one section of the play area. District council has asked whether we wish to assume 
responsibility for the whole area under a new agreement, which members rejected.   
 
1690/22 PLANNING    
To consider planning applications:   
DMPA/2022/1228 - Erection of single-story equipment storeroom at Stenson Fields Christian Fellowship Church, 
Pilgrims Way, Stenson Fields. Resolved: no objection.  
 
Members still have concerns over building work at 16 Pilgrims Way, Stenson Fields. They seem to think that the 
present works breach planning regulations; once the render has been finished there will be little or no room for a 
brick finish to the outside that adjoins the next-door property. Also, the original application shows a window being 
fitted instead of a garage door. Resolved: clerk to ask SDDC whether this is permissible and for a visit from an 
inspector.  
   

1691/22 Finance for payment 
(a) Accounts for Payment were approved for payment (via internet bank transfer).  
 

Reference  Payee- Total £ 

17th Nov J Irons – Clerk’s salary 4 weeks to 21st October    819.36 

17th Nov J Irons – clerk’s expenses October - November*        42.20 

17th Nov J Hawkridge - Lengthsman pay 3 weeks to 21st October*   260.68 

17th Nov S Hawkridge - Lengthsman pay 3 weeks to 21st October*   223.17 

17th Nov HMRC – employees’ tax & NI October - November   216.88 

17th Nov DCC – clerk’s pension return in November   253.23  

17th Nov  Streetscape Ltd - instruction labels for fitness equipment at Fox Close     93.60  

                           TOTAL 1909.12  

*clerk’s expenses comprise the following: 
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Shardlow to Stenson Fields & return (28 miles at 0.65p per mile) 
17th Nov to attend the Nov meeting      £ 18.20  
Home allowance (£24 per 4-week)       £ 24.00 
          £ 42.20 
(b) Income:  Bank interest – none up to 24th October  

   
(c) Bank balance as at 24th October 2022   £36168.89  

. 
 

1692/22 TO RECEIVE FEEDBACK AND REPORTS FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES  
None.   
 

1693/22  ITEMS FOR INFORMATION Clerk had circulated recent DALC newsletters and updates and other 
items from county & district councils.  
 
1694/22 Agenda items for the next meeting. 

• Police Issues/Speed Limits/Road Safety including SIDs & CSW equipment; 
• Saxon Gate at Newton Village Development, Stenson Road; 
• Environmental issues (Biffa, trees, bulbs, bins, etc); 
• Lengthsmen Scheme;  
• Update on SDDC’s policy regarding public benches (if any);  
• Action List; 
• Apologies in advance from Cllr Baker (holiday).   

 
1695/22 Date of next meeting –the next Parish Council Meeting will be held at Stenson Fields Primary School on 
Thursday 15th December 2022 at 7.15pm.   
 
The Chairman closed Part 1 of the meeting at 9pm.  
 
Part 2 Confidential Information 

 

1696/22 NJC has now issued the SCP wage rates for clerks for 2022/23 therefore in accordance with the 
decision made in September’s meeting the current SCP 34 rate will increase by £1 ph. The lengsthmen are entitled to 
either an extra day’s holiday or pay in lieu of the Queen’s funeral on September 19th, the latter of which the 
members agreed.   
 
 
The Chairman thanked attendees for their input and closed the meeting at 9.15pm.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signed…………………………………………………………………… ….C Fellows (Chairman)      Date……………………………………………  


